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FIRST EDITION OF THIS ESSENTIAL WORK BY ROUSSEAU WHICH FORESHADOWS THE IDEA OF THE LEAGUE OF 

NATIONS AND THE EUROPEAN UNION. 

Dufour, n°129 ; Tchemerzine, V, 542 ; Conlon, 61 :552 ; E. Haag, IX, 46 ; Catalogue du duc de La 

Vallière, Partie 2, I, n°2564. 

The Extrait du projet de paix perpétuelle influenced Kant’s Vers la paix perpétuelle, which was published in 

1795. 

“Rousseau published in 1761 a small text under the modest title of “Extrait du projet de paix perpétuelle de 

M. l’abbé de Saint-Pierre”, but it is marked with the seal of the author’s particular genius, who speculates 

on the problems of social sciences.  

If social institutions had been a work of reason instead of being a work of passion and prejudices, mankind 

would not have taken this much time to realize that its present organization creates social relations between 

citizens of the same state while it leaves in their natural state all the other members of the same race.  

We have only prevented civil wars by rendering foreign conflicts inevitable. 

Without invoking the elements of a superior order like saint Peter did to the sovereigns, such as the love of 

true glory, humanity and the precepts of religion, Rousseau supposes them gifted with enough judgement and 

good sense that they can understand that their interests would be better served by submitting their respective 

demands to an impartial courtroom instead of relying on the uncertain fate of armed warfare.” (Histoire des 

progrès du droit des gens en Europe, H. Wheaton, pp.196-200) 

The literary quality of the Extrait earned Rousseau universal recognition as the greatest defender of perpetual 

peace.  

Despite Voltaire’s criticisms — he had copiously annotated his copy of the Extrait —, and Grimm’s, this text 

will receive the support of the readers.  

 

It was extremely successful.  

 

A counterfeit was published the year of the first and another edition in Amsterdam by Marc-Michel Rey, also 

dated from 1761. 

 

The Extrait was translated into English in 1761. 



 

“The publication of this text marks the true beginning of a debate on the idea of perpetual peace and the 

means to make it happen.” (J. Ferrari) 

Rousseau's text is accompanied by the following texts: 

 

- [DUC DE CHOISEUL, Etienne-François]. Mémoire historique sur la négociation de la France & de 

l’Angleterre, depuis le 26 Mars 1761 jusqu’au 20 Septembre de la même année, avec les Pièces justificatives. 

Paris, de l’Imprimerie royale, 1761. 
Rare first edition of this « mémoire très rare sur la guerre du Canada » (Chadenat).  

The book traces the causes and course of the seven-year war, offering correspondence and ultimatums 

exchanged between the British and the French (the Duke of Choiseul-Stainville and Patissier de Bussy) just 

before the breakdown of negotiations in 1761. These include Britain's final proposal on Canada and the limits 

of Louisiana. The Seven Years' War (1756-1763) is considered the first world war. Étienne-François, Earl of 

Choiseul and then Duke of Choiseul-Stainville (1719-1785), then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs chose 

not to let the conflict continue and granted England Louisiana, Canada and India, while retaining the West 

Indies. The Minister was quoted as saying, following the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1763: "Perfect, we 

are leaving, it will soon be the turn of England." 

« A collection of state papers concerning the cession of Canada, the limits of Louisiana, the fisheries of 

Newfoundland, Cap Breton, Guadeloupe and other islands of West Indies » (Sabin, 47516). 

Howes M., 507 ; Chadenat, 5928.  

 

-MAILLET DU CLAIRON, Antoine. Observations d’un américain des isles neutres, Au sujet de la 

Négociation de la France & de l’Angleterre. Genève, 1761. 
Rare édition originale. Sabin, 43890. 

 

- Lettre au comte de Bute…, Londres, 1761 ;  
Rare édition originale. 

 
-Point de vue Sur les suites que doit avoir la rupture, par les Anglois, de la négociation de la France & 

de l’Angleterre, depuis le 26 Mars jusqu’au 20 Septembre 1761…, Amsterdam, 1761. 

Très rare édition originale. 
An important work on the relations between France and England. "Whatever the losses for France by the 

concessions in Africa and Asia, those they have agreed upon in North American appear still more important. 

Canada in the hands of the English secures them the exclusive enjoyment of the beaver trade, and through 
this the work of the finest hats. Through the situation of its coasts, it multiplies the cod fishing, foremost 

resource of the sailors... What advantage for trade will there be between provinces that are so fertile in 
different parts of the country extending from the coast of Labrador to Spanish Florida once, free of all 

enemies to be feared, the English government, that so well understands interior administrations, will have 

but to get busy exploiting such beautiful lands?". 
The author contends that England's possession of Canada will upset the political equilibrium of Europe and 

that England will ultimately conquer all the Spanish and Portuguese colonies in the New World. As for 

eventual American revolution: "as the most famous and longest standing empires have ended, one has to take 
as infallible the dissolution of English domination, and as a consequence one can foresee the separation of 

the parties that belong to it; but, in the chain of time that may be of interest to us and a long following of our 
posterity, we should not admit that possibility... The English colonies in America... are 300 years away from 

the strength necessary to undertake that revolution, when they will be united..."  

Not in Howes, Lande, Sabin or Streeter. 

 

-VOLTAIRE. Rescrit de l’Empereur de la Chine. 

Bengesco, 1661. 
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