
 

 

Rare first edition and an important pamphlet against encyclopaedists.  

 

A nice copy preserved in its contemporary binding bearing the arms of king Louis XVIII. 

 

It comes from the famous London library Holland House  

bombed by the Germans on September 27, 1940. 

 

 

 

MOREAU, Jacob-Nicolas. NOUVEAU MEMOIRE POUR SERVIR A L’HISTOIRE DES CACOUACS. 

Amsterdam, [sans nom], 1757. 

 

12mo of (2) ll. and 108 pp. 

Red morocco, triple gilt filet framing the boards, floral ornament in the corners, gilt arms stamped in 

the center, flat spine decorated with gilt floral ornaments, gilt filet on the leading edges, gilt, gilt edges. 

Contemporary binding.  

 

164 x 100 mm. 

 
FIRST EDITION OF THIS PAMPHLET AGAINST PHILOSOPHERS AND ESPECIALLY ENCYCLOPAEDISTS. 

 

It’s in the Mercure de France, the same year 1757, that was published an anonymous article with the title 

Avis utile, ou Premier Mémoire sur les Cacouacs, included here from page 103. 

 

Moreau taunts the authors of the Encyclopedia by making them look like a newly discovered tribe of 

Indians: « Towards the forty-eighth degree of northern latitude, a nation of savages was discovered, more 
ferocious and more formidable than the Caribbean has ever been." 

Cacouac is a neologism combining the Greek adjective  kakos  (bad) and the word  cacouac  (bad). 

The sobriquet made a fortune and the Encyclopaedists used it to refer to each other (Catalogue de l’Exposition 

Diderot. Bibliothèque nationale, p. 104).  

 

« The purpose of these pamphlets was to create a "media" effect, by circulating words and images that could 

tarnish the reputation of these rising stars represented by the actors of the philosophical struggle.» (Didier 

Masseau, Les Ennemis des philosophes, pp. 125-126). 

 

On the back of the first blanck leaf, a note in ink from Mr. Remond, librarian of Fontainebleau, states that "it 

is a work of pungent singularity and very good salt; it is very rare and should be reprinted," Palissot says in 

his memoirs.  

 
A NICE COPY PRESERVED IN ITS CONTEMPORARY BINDING BEARING THE ARMS OF KING LOUIS XVIII. 

 

Provenance: Louis XVIII (arms), Holland House (library of the manor house located in Holland Park London 

which was largely destroyed by a German bombardment on September 27, 1940 (famous photograph of these 

three men consulting books of the library among the ruins), A. L. McLaughlin, Jean-François Chaponnière. 
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