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"I warn you that this will not happen. It is true that I have just turned eighty-five. But to think I’m null and 

void, there’s a step I won’t allow you to take. There’s one thing I want to tell you. I want to tell you, my 

young friends, that I have not escaped the Nazis for four years, the Gestapo, the deportation, the round-ups 

for the Vel' d'Hiv', the gas chambers and the extermination to allow myself to be killed by some so-called 

third-order natural death, under feeble physiological pretexts. The best couldn’t get to me, so you think I 

won’t get to me by routine. I did not escape the Holocaust for nothing, my boyfriends. I intend to live old, let 

it be said !" 

 

Last novel by Romain Gary signed Ajar, L'Angoisse du Roi Salomon was critically acclaimed when it was 

released in February 1979. 

 

« I think a smart guy should make sure he’s miserable all his life, so he’s not afraid to die. » 

Jean, a taxi driver in Paris, lives in small jobs and loves to immerse himself in dictionaries. One day, he met 

Salomon Rubinstein, eighty-four years old, life ahead of him and king of pants. 

As a retired tailor who had made his fortune in ready-to-wear, Mr Salomon spent his old days living in his 

apartment with the telephone switchboard of the S.O.S Bénévoles association, which helps the poor or those 

who are dying of loneliness. 

But since “we can’t always help people by phone...”, Mr. Salomon suggested that Jean join the association. 

With his taxi, he will be able to make house calls to the most desperate. 

This is how Jean will meet Cora Lamenaire, a realistic singer who had her moment of glory before the war 

but who had the bad idea to fall in love with a collabo under the occupation. 

Jean will soon understand that Cora and Solomon knew and loved each other but that the great History has 

separated them. 

 

A beautiful untrimmed copy preserved in publisher’s wrappers, as issued. 
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