
« For young people in France Faulkner is a god » (Malcolm Cowley quoting Sartre). 

 

First French edition. 

 

« This book may sometimes be found with the remarkable illustrated and colored jacket » (Henri Vignes, 

Bibliographie des Editions de Minuit, 87). 

 

An attractive copy: one of the 50 first copies printed, preserved in publisher’s wrappers, with the very rare 

vibrant dustjacket, as issued. 

 

 

 

 

FAULKNER, William. MOSQUITOES - MOUSTIQUES. 

Paris, Les Éditions de Minuit, 1948. 
 

12mo of 388, (2) pp., publisher’s wrappers, with the very rare dust jacket. 

 

180 x 120 mm 

 
FIRST FRENCH EDITION OF FAULKNER "PREROMANESQUE" FIRST NOVEL. 

 

One of the 50 first copies printed on superior Corea vellum.  

 

« This book may sometimes be found with the remarkable illustrated and colored jacket » (Henri Vignes, 

Bibliographie des Editions de Minuit, 87). 

 

Original preface by Raymond Queneau. 

 

On the Nausicca Bridge, off the coast of New Orleans, Mrs Maurier’s friends plot, love, envy and talk 

tirelessly. Mrs Maurier prides herself on loving and supporting the arts: in addition to her nephew and niece, 

her hosts are artists and intellectuals, sculptors, novelists, critics...  

Alliances, secrets and gossip are exchanged and merged into a joyful hum. Brocading the ordinary futility 

and mediocrity of these small white, bourgeois and racist «mosquitoes», William Faulkner paints the joyful 

and ruthless portrait of the jet-set of his time, deploying in the process his cruelly satirical talent. 

 

« Moustiques is considered in Faulkner’s work an important step ». 

 

In Mosquitoes, Faulkner’s second novel, there is “a tremendous flowering of themes that would soon 

preoccupy him.” Set in New Orleans and drawing on “the bohemian/artistic community he had come to know 

there,” the novel was published on April 30, 1927 (Parini, 97). To scholar Kenneth Hepburn, Mosquitoes 

stands as “a poetic turning point.” In this important early work, Faulkner explores artistic strategies that are 

“necessarily prior to the comfortable use of the Yoknapatawpha material and central to the development of 

the open-ended poetic out of which were generated Faulkner’s major works” (20th Century Literature 

17:1,19). “As Hemingway’s Paris friends had played the game of identifying the models for characters in 

The Sun Also Rises, so Faulkner’s New Orleans friends would be able to do the same with Mosquitoes” 

(Blotner, 182-3). 

 

To those who have regard for The Sound and the Fury or Light in August, Mosquitoes may prove very 

interesting for it offers a fascinating opportunity to observe the young Faulkner’s use of literary sources, his 

adaptation of some of the then new narrative techniques, and, most of all, his zest for language and his power 

to handle it.” (C. Brooks). 

 
AN ATTRACTIVE COPY, ONE OF THE 50 FIRST PRINTED PRESERVED IN PUBLISHER’S WRAPPERS WITH THE VERY 

RARE ILLUSTRATED DUST JACKET, AS ISSUED. 

 

2 200 € 



 


