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In 1828, Victor Hugo wrote in two and a half months The Last Day of a Condemned Man, a novel with an 

engaged thesis in the form of a diary where a man tells about his condemnation, his stays in prison, the trip 

to the scaffold... Of his crime, we will know nothing. We follow his inner life, his emotions, his anguish in 

the face of death. 

The Last Day of a Condemned Man is published at a time when the death penalty is a real subject of current 

events, a real philosophical debate. 

Alongside Chateaubriand, Lamennais, Lamartine, Victor Hugo is committed to the abolition of the death 

penalty, this novel is the advocacy. 
 

This novel written in the first person, from the point of view of a condemned man, is the first milestone in 

Victor Hugo's courageous lifelong fight against capital punishment. This long monologue, which he himself 

calls a "kind of intellectual autopsy of a condemned man", masterfully paints the passage of fear, through the 

impressions and recent memories of the narrator, from the trial to the morning of the execution. He pinned 

the good conscience of honest people, the comedy of the trial and the cowardice of the lawmen, hoping to do 

useful work. 

Hugo deliberately glossed over the details of the protagonist's life and his crime, except that it was a blood 

crime. This bias aimed at reinforcing the universality of his argument, and not at arousing empathy with a 

particular case, was not immediately understood, although it contributed durably to the modernity of the 

novel. He added a convincing preface in 1832 for the first of many reprints of this literary masterpiece, which 

had become a classic of abolitionist commitment. 

 

Exceptional and superb copy preserved in its armorial and decorated binding in contemporary 

morocco made for Duke William of Brunswick (1806-1884), nephew of King George of England. 
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