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FIRST FRENCH EDITION OF ONE OF SIR CONAN DOYLE'S MOST FAMOUS STORIES.   

Le nouveau dictionnaire des œuvres, AC 1103 ; Le nouveau dictionnaire des auteurs, AF 928.  

 

The Scottish writer Sir Conan Doyle was inspired by various facts for the writing of this text.  

He was first influenced by the legend of the ghost dogs (black dogs) from British folklore, these spectres 

being assimilated to demons taking the form of dogs in his novel.  

Later, his friend Bertram Fletcher Robinson told him the story of ghost dogs on the edge of Dartmoor, a town 

they went to investigate in June 1901.  

 

Robinson will say of Doyle: "The moor of Dartmoor, a great wilderness of marsh and rock in the heart of 
Devonshire, excited his imagination. He listened eagerly to my stories of ghost dogs, headless horsemen, and 

demons lurking in the caves, legends with which I had been brought up at home on the borders of the moor”. 
(Brian W. Pugh et Paul R. Spiring).  

All these stories allow him to revive Sherlock Holmes, whom he had made disappear in a previous novel in 

1893. He said to his mother: "Holmes is at his best, and he will be served by a very dramatic plot which I 
owe to Robinson. After walking over 20 miles on the moor today, we have just returned with a healthy fatigue. 

It is a beautiful place, very sad and wild, dotted with prehistoric dwellings, strange monoliths, shelters and 

graves”. (Brian W. Pugh et Paul R. Spiring). 

Conan Doyle borrowed the name of the coachman, Harry de Baskerville, to name the cursed nobleman of his 

story, Hugo Baskerville.  

 

A successful detective novel, The Hound of the Baskervilles stands out for its thorough analysis of crime, its 

dark atmosphere tinged with legend, and its sharp psychological analysis of the characters. Although Conan 

Doyle saw in this series of Adventures of Sherlock Holmes only food literature, this novel is among the most 

famous works of the writer.  

 

The book was later adapted for film, television, and radio in numerous ways. 

 

FINE COPY, PRESERVED IN ITS BRIGHT PUBLISHER'S WRAPPER’S. 

Very rare: no copy on the market; none has been auctioned since the beginning of the records, over 35 years 

ago.  
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